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WITH more and more people 
discovering the joys of explor-
ing the Australian bush, Far 

and Wide Campers is concentrating on 
producing hard-fl oor camper trailers 
with space and comfort enough for the 
whole family.

Owned by David and Cyndi Downie, 
who share a passion for enjoying the 
great outdoors, the company is based in 
Melbourne and operates in conjunction 
with Far and Wide Camper Trailer Hire. 
While customers are offered a choice of 
either a full aluminium or a steel chas-
sis, every Far and Wide camper has a 
hard fl oor, and for a number of reasons.

First, the hard fl oor, which becomes 
the “top” when travelling, is a real help 
in keeping set-up and pack-away time 
to a minimum. In fact, experienced us-
ers can set up the camper in less than 
two minutes. The hard fl oor also aids in 
dust and water-proofi ng, adds to secu-
rity, provides an instant fl at surface to 
camp on and offers extra storage space 

for lightweight items such as bicycles.
The entry-level Desert Trek camper 

is well equipped, and well-suited to peo-
ple new to this style of camping.

It includes basic essentials such as 
an onboard battery system with charg-
er, hydraulic brakes, leaf suspension 
with off-road shock absorbers, three 16” 
six-stud Sunraysia wheels, Treg hitch 
and a stone guard.

The tent section of the Desert Trek 
utilises Australian-made canvas, and 
incorporates two doors and large win-
dows for ventilation – and for admiring 
the view. The zip-on awning includes 
poles and ropes and, at 2.4 metres wide, 
adds to the useful living area. All zips 
used are YKK.

The stainless steel kitchen is a space-
saving slide-out design, with a sink as 
well as a Spinfl o stove and grill. A 12-volt 
Shurfl o water pump has a permanently 
connected fl ick tap, with water supplied 
from the onboard 70-litre tank. A fridge 
storage box is also on the “standard” 

list. While only an innerspring queen 
size bed is set up as part of the camper, 
the camper fl oor offers plenty of space 
to set up beds for the kids. This area is 
also ideal for a table and chairs should 
outside conditions deteriorate or if you 
just want a bit of shelter for card games 
and the like.

The Desert Trek also has internal 12 
volt LED lighting, and 240 and 12 volt 
power outlets. The list of options that 
can be added refl ects David and Cyndi’s 
experience in using camper trailers. 
Useful upgrades include external light-
ing, lights for reading and a light for il-
luminating the under-bed space.

Provision can also be made for a gen-
erator, and the generator itself supplied, 
or even a solar regulator.

The usable living room can be ex-
tended to suit, by including an annex, a 
kids’ room or an en suite.

From the Desert Trek, the models 
step up to the Simpson, with heavy-duty 
suspension, two onboard batteries with 
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an upgraded charger, triple jerry can 
holders and more.

The Tanami Signature is described 
as being “fully loaded”, and is set up for 
extended trips with a hot water system, 
60 litre Engel fridge, dual batteries and 
15amp Ctek charger, and portable solar 
panels. It also has an aluminium chas-
sis with coil suspension, and 16” alloy 
wheels with mud terrain tyres.

The partnership with Far and Wide 
Camper Trailer Hire is a real bonus for 
couples or families who aren’t really 
sure if they’re yet ready to take the step 
to buy a camper trailer. The hire camp-
ers are set up so that all you need to do 
is pack food and personal belongings. 
They’re fully powered with an onboard 
battery system, 240-volt power inlets 
and outlets and 12-volt power outlets.

There are plenty of useful additions 
in the hire package as well, such as a 
torch, bucket, broom, extension lead, 
plastic crockery, kitchen utensils right 
down to a cutting board, and pegs and 
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a line for your washing – it’s a thought-
ful touch that can help to make a good 
holiday even better.

Fridges, generators and solar pan-
els are also available as hire extras, as 
is the “kids’ room”, which has been de-
signed to attach to the awning and has a 
screen and canvas door for privacy. This 
room can also be used as a freestanding 
tent.

From there, it’s easy to assess wheth-

er the camper trailer holiday lifestyle 
suits your family, as you’re able to get 
real experience with every aspect from 
packing and towing, to setting up camp 
and packing it away, to enjoying the 
freedom of having your accommodation 
with you wherever you travel.

Hire rates start at $86 per day in-
cluding insurance, with long and short 
term hires available. The Far and Wide 
Desert Trek camper trailer is offered to 
On The Road readers at a special price 
starting from $29,990. Far and Wide 
Campers also offer a “try before you 
buy” option.

Contact David and Cyndi on (03) 
5971 1661 or 0432 488 156, or visit
the website at www.farandwide
campers.com.au for more informa-
tion and specifi cations on the range of
camper trailers.

The hard-fl oor camper has a number of 
advantages, including on-top storage 
and water and dust-proofi ng.

A few minutes is all it takes to set up 
the basic camper, though awnings and 
extra rooms will take longer.

The bed is a comfortable queen size.

The Desert Trek has plenty of sensible storage areas for a range of items.
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